12 = February 2016 m Nassau Lawyer

1. coverage

Valuing a tort case,_starﬁte_on the
first day the case cbnies into the office
of plaintiff or defendant’s counsel.

- When.you..take_in _a, case. you_must_
obtain certain basic mf'ormatmn “that”
can determ:tne the value of the case.
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The Ten Stages of
\Ialumg a Tort Case -
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4' Scope of Injury, o
Dlsabmty ‘and Prognoms'

Stage fouit' js evaluating the; .scdpe of
the (e1gruﬁcant) treatment the, plamtiff |
" underwent following: the acc1deht Tid
plaintiff undergo any, invasive treatment
" guch’ ns. surgery or 8" purgery Hkely in.
- the immediate or foreseeable future? On
théother hand, if surgery was suggested
or .etrongly recommended o ‘them, did”
the ?eﬂaee such treatment optlone'f’

B, lmpalrments io Past Present
" or Future Employment

' _Stage five is eveluatmg whether the
“rature of the injuries and complemts

““hetegsitates a disability (partaal or full) |
from. their employment, overtime, pro-
_motions or other activities? Are there |

" spedial damages including future med-
ical or other expenses ar limitations in
the insurance coverage that are avaﬂ
able‘? .

evaluation is also important so that
plaintiffs counsel can decide if they
want to undertake repreeentatlon of
the plaintiff baséd on their view of lia-
bility and damages. This stage is also
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because the insurance carrier may seta 7 .
reserve based on a preliminary view of &
liability and darhages. This evaluation-
ghould be as accurate as possible to -
faci]ite.te a later settlement of the case. '

3, Are Injuries Relatad?. -

Stage thiee involves obtammg and ’
carefully. reviewing the *applicable
medical records putlining the injuries
claimed to have occurred as a result-
of this accident, along with hints or- j
clues regarding pre-existing conditions .
_.which may have been aggravated and/ } -
or triggered by thé accidént. For coun-

- 6, Statement of Glaims
Stage six revolves around thé plead-
ings. The value of the case can be Um-
ited “of expanded depending on what
accident-related claims and elements of
damages and disability are included in
the pleadmgs These can include loss
Yo earnings and other damages claimed
. in.response, to the demands for bills of
partlculars Counsel for plaintiff should
Tie-gure-to —meludehany_aggravamons_of
any pre-existing or related conditions,
Also, sufficient claims regarding the.
riegligence of each defendant must be
alleped as a basis for establishing Labil-
- . ity. Counsel for plaintiff must demand a
‘bill ‘of particulars from each defendant
as to any claims of comparative negli-
. gence or any other affirmative defenaes
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of a case.




